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15:00-15:45 Plenary Speech®

FExtensive reading in Japan at a crossroads. Where are we now, and where are we
going?,

Rob Waring (Emeritus Professor of Notre Dame Seishin University)

Extensive reading (ER) is well known to be successful in promoting general motivation for
English language teaching. However, many teachers still are reluctant to take up extensive
reading despite all the evidence that it works, and is very successful, and that students really
enjoy reading extensively. The question is why does this happen? This plenary will outline some
of the major reasons why extensive reading is not as well accepted as it should be. It will
highlight things such as a lack of understanding of what ER is and why it should be done, poor
training, insufficient resources, inappropriate materials, lack of time and a general perception
that while “extensive reading may be good, it’s not something that I want to do.” This talk will
highlight many of the reasons why we are seeing some recent resistance to ER in Japan, and will

try to find some of the causes, as well as propose some solutions.



